
T
he flavours of Normandy are magnificent. Camembert,
calvados and cider mix with moules frites, oysters and
scallops to provide a pantry of perfection sourced from
its fertile soil and the sea. If the food is one reason to

love the region, then bucolic beauty and notable history are
close behind. Normandy is named after the Northmen — wave
after wave of Vikings invaded before William the Conqueror,
1066 and all that.

This part of northern France was tussled over by the English
and French for centuries. From the Hundred Years’ War to the
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D-Day beach landings, Normandy’s turbulent past is in marked
contrast to the peaceful region it is today. This is an
agriculturally lush land of well-fed cows and apple orchards,
producing that wondrous cheese and cider. Today, the region
attracts not only Brits and other Europeans but also buyers from
as far away as the US and Australia — so says Suzanne Jenkins-
Pearce of Suzanne in France, an agency based in Sourdeval, in
the south of Normandy, one hour from the coast.

“Buyers choose Normandy for its open spaces, green nature and
its great value for money,” Jenkins-Pearce says. “A typical
buyer’s wish list is a renovated stone house with at least half an
acre of land in a quiet location but within reach of a bar and
bakery. For a one- to three-bedroom house, that costs from
€80,000 to €150,000 in this area.”

Nineteen years ago, Jenkins-Pearce moved to Normandy from
Hampshire with her then husband and two young children.
“The local state schools are excellent here and we were warmly
welcomed by the community,” she says. “Over the years I have
served on the committee for our village’s annual fête, on the
PTA and, until Brexit forced me to quit, I was a member of the
village’s local council.”



Ninety minutes’ drive north of Sourdeval, on the west coast
looking across to Jersey, live Wil and Amanda Darwen. Like
Jenkins-Pearce, the couple have had a home in Normandy for
about two decades. They initially came for a gîte holiday and
immediately fell for the charms of the area.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Most people from the UK arrive by ferry heading for the
Dordogne or the Luberon and drive straight through Normandy,
thinking it isn’t the ‘real’ France,” says Wil, 50. “We’re so glad
we didn’t do that. On that first holiday we bought a house close
to the beach for €20,000. A few years later, wanting a change
from our stressful corporate lives in Bristol, and with our
children Catherine and Florence then 13 and 6, we thought it’s
now or never to make a permanent move. We ended up buying
the gîte complex where we first stayed and have run it since
2007.”

Away from work and their farmyard menagerie of goats, sheep,
ponies and chickens, the Darwens canoe on the river or drive
their camper van down to the beach for a barbecue. With almost

A château west of Caen, set in 60 acreas of private parkland and woods, has been fully 
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200km of western coastline to choose from, even in the height
of summer there’s always a deserted section. Their food comes
either from their own organic garden or local markets, and they
feel fully integrated into local life.

“We’re in a national park, close to marshlands and on a clear
day can see the Channel Islands,” Wil says. “We’ve been able to
do loads of things here we could never have a�orded to do in
the UK. Horse riding lessons are €10 here and Florence
competed at national level.”

Joanna Leggett of the estate agency Leggett Immobilier says
popular areas of Normandy include Granville, Bagnoles de
l’Orne and Bayeux. “Granville is often referred to as the Monaco
of the north and is a huge favourite with Parisians, who have
helped seafront properties there almost double in value in the
last year,” she says. “A small cottage there would cost €350,000
to €400,000, with a family house €700,000 to €800,000.
Bayeux is a great place to live, within easy reach of lively coastal
resorts like Arromanches-les-Bains — a cottage there would be
€340,000 to €370,000.”
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The most a�ordable areas, Leggett says, are in the Orne,
furthest from the coast. “The Val d’Orne has lovely countryside
yet an average of €870 per square metre,” she says.

Property prices peak in northern Rouen and on the coast in Le
Havre town centre and Cabourg. Smart resorts along the
Normandy coast, notably Étretat, Trouville and Deauville, are
favourite holiday home destinations for Parisians; Deauville is
the most expensive location in the region, averaging €5,680 per
square metre.

Deauville brims with panache. The elegant seaside town has a
horse racing pedigree and an annual American film festival — it
attracts plenty of city slickers and is known by some as the 21st
arrondissement of Paris. This is where Coco Chanel opened her
first boutique outside Paris, in 1913. Deauville saw its popularity
among visitors and second homeowners from the French capital
increase further during the pandemic, according to figures from
the estate agency Barnes, with house prices rising by more than
15 per cent for some prime properties.

Need to know

● Typical properties include farms and equestrian centres, with
barns ideal for conversion to gîtes, longères (a long, single-
storey farmhouse) and colombage-style (half-timbered) homes.
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Built in 2010 in a traditional Norman style, this five-bedroom country house is for sale for 
€399,000 with Leggett Immobilier



● Ferries go from Portsmouth to Le Havre, Cherbourg and Caen;
from Poole to Cherbourg and from Newhaven to Dieppe. The
local airports (not all o�er international flights) are Caen,
Nantes and Deauville, with Paris also an option.

● New this year, Swiss airline L’Odyssey o�ers twice-weekly
seasonal flights from London City to Deauville.

● British passport holders are permitted to stay 90 days in any
one 180-day period in the Schengen area.
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