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Where to buy property in Angoulême,
France
This charming city in southwest France is the star of Wes
Anderson’s latest film, The French Dispatch

The city of Angoulême
ALAMY
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ast week Paris made headlines for all the wrong
reasons after Stéphane Bern, France’s best-known
heritage conservationist, complained that the City of
Lights had lost its charm. But the pretty and romantic

Paris of our imaginations still exists: it’s just that you have to go
450km south to find it.
Angoulême, a hilltop town in southwest France, was the filming
location for The French Dispatch, the latest film by the director
Wes Anderson, who chose it because it resembled an idealised
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and nostalgic version of Paris quartiers such as Montmartre,
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Belleville and Ménilmontant.

The production team scoured France for a city with “nooks and
crannies, corridors, passages, staircases, layers and ramparts”,
according to its producer. With its cobblestone streets, medieval
walls, Romanesque cathedral and views of the River Charente,
Angoulême has a storybook feel that is perfect for the film’s
fictional town of Ennui-sur-Blasé. It also has a cool, artsy vibe
that fits the Wes Anderson mould: it’s the cartoon capital of
Europe, with a world-famous comic book festival, every
February, and street signs painted in speech bubbles; walls are
emblazoned with murals, Banksy-style graffiti and trompe l’oeil
scenes. There’s a film festival in August too, and a youthful,
buzzy vibe: students fill its pavement cafés and bars.

A seven-bedroom château near Angoulême is on sale for €1.26 million through Home Hunts

And it still feels very French — there are only four or five British
expat families in the city of 42,000, according to Carl
Fitzpatrick, 56, who moved to Angoulême in 2013. Fitzpatrick
says most expats live in the nearby Charente countryside,
where he had been living since 2009, when he and his family
moved from London to live the rural French dream. But he
found it was difficult for his three children to get to school in
the sticks. “There was only one bus a day,” says Fitzpatrick, who
is the commercial director for Leggett Immobilier, the French
estate agent. “It left at 6am and brought them home at 7pm.”
So he moved the family into the city centre, to a period
townhouse with a courtyard garden. But he missed outside
space, so this year they moved a five-minute walk outside the
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centre, to a four-bedroom house with one and a half acres and a
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swimming pool, for which he paid €400,000.
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Fitzpatrick’s life sounds idyllic. He might start his day with
croissants and espressos at the nearby boulangerie. His
favourite restaurants are L’Atelier and Chez Paul, where tables
spill out under the trees in the square — local specialities
include confit de canard served with chips cooked in duck fat;
snails bolognese; oysters; pineau des Charentes; cognac; and
chocolate sunflowers from the old-world chocolaterie Duceau.
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It is the food that brings Sally Brimblecombe to Angoulême
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from her home in Criteuil-la-Magdeleine, about 40 minutes
away in the Charente. “The covered market is filled with
oysters, seafood, vegetables and meat. Coffee bars spill out on to
the street on a Saturday. There is every restaurant type possible:
Moroccan, Turkish, Indian, Chinese, tapas. There is a new
Michelin-starred restaurant, Les Sources de Fontbelle, just
outside the city, which I haven’t tried yet,” she says.

A five-bedroom house with a swimming pool near Angoulême is on the market for €450,000
through Leggett Immobilier

It was vintage cars that originally brought Brimblecombe to the
Charente, from Suffolk, in 2005. “My late husband, Nick, was
very involved with old car rallies. Les Circuits de Remparts
happens every September in Angoulême, when the whole town
is given over to vintage cars and racing. Our Logis was always
full of old Bentleys and Bugattis.”
Nick died in 2014, but Sally stayed on and runs the Logis du
Paradis, a B&B, with Nick’s daughter Katie and her partner,
Edgar, and their children. “We have four acres and there is a
walled garden with avenues of lime trees, a treehouse and a
swimming pool. It’s all walled, so the children can run wild.”
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Brimblecombe says the Charente feels less touristy than the
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nearby Dordogne, and she feels at peace amid the rolling

landscape of sunflower fields and vineyards. “Henry IV said the
Charente was the most beautiful river in France and he was
right. It’s completely unspoilt.”

Wes Anderson’s The French Dispatch
S E A RC H L I G H T P I C T U R E S / A P

The Charente has milder winters and a gentler, more open
landscape than the Dordogne, according to Charles Miller, the
director of Charente Immobilier estate agency in Jarnac. Miller
says the Charente is also cheaper, although the property market
has been “on fire” during the pandemic. The average spend is
€250,000, for which you might get three to five bedrooms and
an acre of land in the Charente countryside or a townhouse with
a courtyard garden in Angoulême itself.
Now that The French Dispatch has put the city on the map, it
could be a good time to invest: data from AirDNA, a rental
analytics provider, shows that 100 homes were added to Airbnb
and Vrbo there between October 2019 and October 2021, with a
92 per cent increase in booked nights over the same period.
Airports at Bordeaux, Poitiers and Limoges are all about a 90minute drive away. And Paris is three hours by train on the TGV,
should you want to flee the hideous city and return to the
whimsical France as envisioned by Anderson.
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The Aspen Times, a newspaper read by residents in and around the top-dollar
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Colorado ski town, was first published in 1881 to...
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Angouleme is the pits. The Charente countryside is dreadful. Please
don't all come here...
Reply

E

Recommend (5)

Edward Walpole-Brown 111

·

5 H O U RS A GO

Everyone now on their way, Most Esteemed Madam A.E. !
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To late, be full of tourists and airbnbs this time next year.
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The historic part of Angoulême is great, the new part not so.
Groups of idling, dreadlocked, facially-tattooed, smoking and
drinking, dogs-on-ropes drop-outs sitting on the pavement outside
the shops are far from inviting. Excellent out-of-town shopping tho.
Oh and Angoulême is about 1hr 45mins from...See more
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