
S
leepy Brittany in northwest France might not be the
obvious place to build a recording studio but the rural
tranquillity is ideal, according to Steve Kilpatrick and
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Aniko Toth from Manchester. The music producer and the Los
Angeles born singer moved to a three-bedroom traditional
Breton stone longère (long house) during the pandemic and are
now planning to run musical retreats.

“Every time I open the door in the morning and see the
panoramic view of the green valley it looks like a painting,” says
Steve, 50, who’s also a composer. “We couldn’t have a�orded to
do this back home and it’s easy enough to get back to the UK to
see family. In France there are loads of music festivals so it’s a
great way to meet other musicians and integrate.”

Brittany, a rural and rugged corner of France often referred to
as a sunny version of Cornwall, has been especially in demand
as people’s appetite to fly has diminished with Covid and its
e�ect on the airline industry. Easily reached by ferry, to St-Malo,
or train via Paris to the regional capital of Rennes, Brittany was
the second most searched-for destination in France on the
portal Rightmove in June 2022 — after the ever-popular
Dordogne.

“People want outside space, a simple or slower life and highly
a�ordable homes,” says Lisa Greene, area co-ordinator for
Leggett Immobilier, which has seen an upsurge in demand from
Brits. “The average price paid by one of our buyers in the Côtes-
d’Armor department during the last 18 months was €107,000; in
Finistère [the wilder far west] it was €112,000. Yet higher value
sales — of châteaux and equestrian properties — are also gaining
more interest.”

Ploumanac’h lighthouse
ALAMY
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A dramatically beautiful coastline west of St-Malo, the Côtes-
d’Armor — one of the four departments that constitute Brittany
— includes the Pink Granite Coast where waves crash on pink-
blush rock formations. In the seaside towns of the popular Bay
of Saint-Brieuc and pretty cobbled streets of Dinan, you can
feast on freshly caught oysters or savoury pancakes called
galettes.

ADVERTISEMENT

“There’s a refreshing simplicity to the area, with seaside towns
free from commercial distractions,” says Janet Todd, 62, who
moved there 13 years ago from Lancashire and runs a cattery
and a gîte near the historic town of Lamballe. “You can live the
good life on a much smaller budget than back in the UK.”

Kilpatrick says they paid about €80,000 for their home with
scope to improve, and you can get a cute Breton cottage in a
village just 40km south of Saint-Brieuc for less than €150,000.
In January, Welsh lawyer Rhian Gait-Parker and her husband
David bought an “immaculate” house ready to rent out in the
village of Bourbriac for €80,000. They’d previously owned a
less-polished holiday cottage for 17 years in nearby Plussulien.

 PREVIOUS ARTICLE NEXT ARTICLE

Bricks & Mortar

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/everything-you-need-to-know-about-moving-to-amersham-buckinghamshire-v0qx6wrmv
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/our-neighbours-football-comes-over-the-fence-what-is-the-legal-position-bmdx7lxt3
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/#section-bricksMortar


“During this winter’s lockdown a two-bedroom longère came up
for sale,” says Rhian, 54, who has two sons in their twenties.
“Owned by Parisian interior designers, it came with Dior
teacups and Chanel candles. We bought the whole lot on the
back of a video tour. Brittany reminds me of Wales in so many
ways — there’s a lot of similarity between the Celtic and Welsh
languages. It’s an exotic home from home.”

British and French buyers predominate in Brittany, says Greene,
although there’s a scattering of Dutch and Belgians. In coastal
areas popular with Parisians, prices tend be higher — especially
around Vannes and La Roche-Bernard in the Gulf of Morbihan
with its 40 islands on the Atlantic. “It’s a warmer climate there,
with lots of sailing and there’s a bit more prestige,” she says.

SPONSORED

Feminist writer Florence Power dressing: why we

The remote western reaches of Finistère aside, your money goes
the furthest in central Brittany, and few places are more than an
hour from a coast. Many British buyers spend €100,000 on a
two-bedroom cottage, says Sally Stone, who moved to the area
from Hampshire in 2001 and set up a property management
company network. She still works at the family estate agency,
LBVImmo, with her daughter.

“You must now get a long-stay visa to move here [since Brexit]
but I’m helping three British couples to do this right now — they
plan to remote-work for a UK employer and then, after a year,
when they have got their carte de séjour [residence permit], run
a business,” says Sally, 74, who lives in Locarn. “But beware that
the wet winters can be depressing — it’s so green for a reason.
You have to love Brittany for its own sake, not for the climate.”

A cottage in Plémet is on sale for €147,150 via Leggett Immobilier
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Need to know

● Brittany is reached by ferry from the UK and Ireland to St-
Malo and Rosco�, or flights to Rennes

● British passport holders are permitted to stay 90 days in any
one 180-day period in the Schengen area

ADVERTISEMENT

● A long-stay visa is available to those showing financial self-
su�ciency and passing other checks

A manoir in Erquy is on sale for €1.567 million with Leggett Immobilier
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Property newsletter
Go behind closed doors inside Britain's most exclusive homes,
get expert advice and find out what's really happening in the
property market.

Sign up now
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