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Where to buy property in Annecy,
France
This Alpine town has been voted the best place to live in
France. It’s not hard to see why

The pristine Thiou river runs through the medieval Old Town
ALAMY
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mmediately before the first lockdown last year, the results
of an exhaustive two-year study aimed at finding the best
place to live in France were announced. Researchers
considered education and transport links, weighed up

shopping and leisure facilities, and examined the lifestyle in
more than 34,000 towns and districts countrywide, to discover
“où il fait bon vivre” — literally, where life is good. The answer
was Annecy, a town at the northern tip of Lake Annecy in
southeast France.

If life was good in Annecy before the pandemic, it looks
positively peachy now. From the dazzling clean waters of the
lake, the third largest in France, nine miles by two with a 25mile perimeter, to the towering Alps beyond, newly dusted with
the first snowfalls of winter, this is an outdoor town that
screams health and wellness. Everywhere you look, people are
on the move: cycling and walking on lakeside paths, swimming,
sailing and paddleboarding on the water or eagerly sharpening
their ski edges in anticipation of another season on the slopes.
“This is the healthiest place I have ever lived,” says Guy
Murdoch of Savills estate agency. “People are wonderfully fit
and make the most of the exceptional scenery, playing tennis or
golf and thinking nothing of knocking out a quick 10k. Last
weekend there was the MaXi, a 119km ultra-running race
around the lake on trail paths high in the mountains.”

Property in the small villages around the lake has been popular
for a while for holiday homes and families making a permanent
move, and the pandemic only increased the attraction, Murdoch
says, as families from Paris “raced for space”, to the country.
Many of Annecy’s full-time residents work in Geneva, across the
border in Switzerland, happily tolerating the one-hour
commute.

“Annecy has the best of everything,” Murdoch says. “It’s a
proper town with fabulous restaurants, good shops, tennis and
golf clubs and so much to do. The location is appealing too.
You’re 45 minutes from Geneva airport with skiing on the
doorstep. The small resort of Semnoz with 12 lifts is 30 minutes
away, ten minutes further on are La Clusaz and Le GrandBornand, while the world-famous resorts of Megève and
Chamonix are within 80 minutes. Further afield it’s two hours
by car to Lyons and four to the south of France.”
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Charles-Antoine Sialelli, 39, traded his London home in Chelsea
for Annecy eight years ago, a convenient base for his work
selling Alpine property. At first he and his wife, Anne, lived in
an apartment in the bustling medieval Old Town before, four
years ago, moving 20 minutes away in the village of Talloires,
where they live with their daughter, Victoria, three.
“Annecy is a great mixture of lake, mountains, countryside and
forest,” he says. “There are four proper seasons and the scenery
is beautiful and different in each one. In autumn the colours
turn to wonderful reds and yellows, and there’s snow on the
high mountains. Winter is cold and white. In spring the gardens
explode with colour and the vegetation grows so fast, and then
in summer the lake turns a crazy turquoise blue.”
The lake is the star of the show. It’s not especially deep, so while
it is fed by ice-cold Alpine waters, it soon warms up in summer,
when the beaches and small pontoons along the lake are filled
with swimmers.
Prime lakeside villages include Veyrier-du-Lac, Talloires and
Menthon-Saint-Bernard, all on the more exclusive eastern
shore. The further you travel from Annecy, the longer the
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journey to Geneva and in general, once past these prime
villages, the more affordable property becomes.

The view over Talloires to Lake Annecy and the mountains
ALAMY
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“Villages like Veyrier and Menthon-Saint-Bernard have a good
community with local shops, boulangeries, restaurants and
schools,” Murdoch says. “Buyers with a decent budget generally
want easy access to the lake, and because the choice is fairly
limited, they will look on the east and west shores for the right
property. The eastern shore has great sunset views and the sun
all day in summer, but it’s impossible to generalise. Sévrier, for
example, on the western shore has amazing mountain views.”
Veyrier-du-Lac’s long sunny days, exceptional views and good
shops and services make the village the top request for PierreJean Sanchez, Cluttons estate agency’s local associate. Typical
prices start at €300,000 for a less than chic apartment in
Annecy itself up to spectacular family homes with gardens and
pools for €8-10 million. A good-quality two-bedroom apartment
outside Annecy with lake views would be €800,000 and closer
to €1 million just one mile away in the popular leafy suburb of
Annecy-le-Vieux.

Cluttons has a large one-bedroom flat requiring updating at the
entrance to the Old Town for €535,000, but in general, while
holiday-home owners and permanent residents alike love
visiting the historic heart of Annecy, they prefer to live a little
further away. “Annecy is wonderful, with its cobbled streets, old
architecture and canals, but it can get crowded in summer,”
Sanchez says. “A good place I would recommend is Petit Port in
Annecy-le-Vieux. It’s a small area, perhaps only 80 to 100
homes, very close to Annecy, but safe and calm, and the views
and the sunny exposition are special.”
The French property agency Leggett says that new-build
development in Annecy has kept apartment prices stable at
about €5,400 a square metre, but limited supply and increased
demand for houses has resulted in prices increasing 16 per cent
in 2021.
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“Many people know Annecy because they have driven around
the lake on the way to holidays in the Alps, Val d’Isère or the
Three Valleys,” Murdoch says. “Next time make sure you stop
and spend some time here. I can’t see demand slipping for
Annecy.”
Sit on the lakeside terrace of the two-star Michelin restaurant
L’Auberge du Père Bise in Talloires, cast your eyes across the
lake, and it’s hard not to agree: Annecy is indeed “où il fait bon

vivre”.
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A four-bedroom house being built as part of a new development
in Talloires, a sought-after and lively village on the east shore of
Lake Annecy. The property is over three floors with a garden
and has lake and mountain views, €1.455 million; savills.com

A two-bedroom apartment, with parking, in Seynod, two miles
west of Annecy inland for the lake for sale off-plan, €291,000;
frenchestateagents.com

C Y R I L G RO S

A four-bedroom family house with pool and tennis court on one
of the east shore’s most picturesque villages, Talloires, €4.5
million; cluttons.com

Good mountain views from this six-bedroom contemporary
villa with gardens, pool and several energy-efficient features.
Between Geneva and Annecy, €1.875 million;
sothebysrealty.com
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