
C
ecilia Turner lives on the south coast of France but is
moving north. “We’ve sold our house and are heading
to Normandy,” says Turner, who is semi-retired. Her
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beautiful home is 20m from the sea with spectacular views, but
she and her husband are leaving it all behind. “I can’t stand the
temperatures here, it’s too hot to do anything. Hot water from
the cold tap, swimming pool too warm, and for that matter so is
the sea!”

Turner is not alone in seeking cooler climes on the Continent.
We’re seeing more and more pictures of Europe sweltering in
searing summer heatwaves, and wildfires threatening homes
across France, Portugal and Spain have become an increasingly
regular occurrence. The fierce temperatures are driving some
British expats and holiday-home owners to relocate, and to
reconsider what climate may be the most comfortable in a
decade.

In France, the beautiful beaches, medieval towns and sleepy
villages of Brittany benefit from the breeze of the Côtes
d’Armor, cooler than that in the Côte d’Azur, where average
summer temperatures are well above 30C and there are
warnings of a “heat apocalypse”. If the idea of life in a cottage
with a view of the Channel in Finistère is a little too like that in
Britain, head down the Atlantic coast to the Vendée, between
Nantes and La Rochelle, where there are pleasant summers and
mild winters, and where you can buy a shuttered country house
with pool for €200,000.

Cross over the border into Spain and you’ll find that Galicia or
Asturias in the north compare favourably with the southern
Costa del Sol when it comes to avoiding the heat — and they’re
greener. The city of San Sebastian is cool too, set between
mountains and sea. There you can pick up a three-bedroom
apartment in a nice part of town for about €400,000.

In Portugal, switch your search from the ever popular Algarve to
the windier west coast around Lisbon, with its fabulous beaches,
Atlantic surf and trendier vibe — although admittedly there is a
lot less golf. Further north, properties in Porto, with its cobbled
streets and winding wooded hills, are increasingly sought after.
Italy too is cooler in the north, with areas such as Piedmont and
Monferrato cropping up on the radar, challenging the typical
rush for Tuscany and the hectic posing of the Amalfi coast.

Property newsletter: Get expert advice and find out what's 
really happening in the property market. One-click sign up.

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/where-to-buy-property-in-brittany-france-vbtfvqbqm


ADVERTISEMENT

While Europe’s Latin countries remain British favourites, there
is a growing number of house-hunters who are looking further
afield. In Norway or Sweden, for example, why not follow the
example of natives, who escape to holiday cabins on the
picturesque fjords? In Germany and Austria there are
wonderful forests and lakes — especially the Black Forest, with
its castles and beautiful villages, as well as bustling cities such
as Berlin. The Netherlands and Belgium have quaintly historic
yet cosmopolitan towns.

High altitudes are cooler too, of course, so join the thousands of
city-dwellers across Europe who head for second homes in the
mountains in summer. The Alps are the obvious destination —
take your pick of the resorts across France, Italy and
Switzerland (great for winter skiing too) — but consider too the
Italian Dolomites, Spanish Picos and the Pyrenees across France
and Spain.

Roddy Aris, an associate partner with Knight Frank estate
agency, has seen a large number of international buyers choose
the Alps with the aim of escaping the heat. “As opposed to
urban living, which can be hot and expensive, the mountains
o�er a vast array of health benefits, outdoor living and clean
air,” he says. “It’s the ideal escape to pursue sporting activities
and still enjoy the sunshine of the summer months.”

Combine the peaks with a lake for a refreshing dip, and what
could be better? Waterside homes in general benefit from
cooling breezes. The Italian lake district, including Garda and
Como, has an average July temperature of 24C — head for the
wilder northern end to avoid the crowds, and don’t forget to
cool o� with a gelato.

Discover why �rms must create a
people-centric environment to build
trust
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SPONSORED

Here’s how the best The magic is back –

If your budget will stretch, a coastal location with lovely sea
breezes is usually cooler than inland. That said, it’s easy to feel
hot and bothered when throngs of tourists hit the beach. Hilltop
villages that often enjoy sea views but benefit from lower
temperatures are an attractive option — think the Provençal
villages perched above the French Riviera or the Pueblos
Blancos of Andalusia.

Coastal breezes are even more e�ective when it comes to
islands. In Portugal, Madeira or the Azores are a fresher option;
unlike on the mainland, temperatures rarely hit the 30s and
40s. The same can be said for Greek islands such as picturesque
Santorini.

The Balearics and Canaries are generally cooler than mainland
Spain too, as are the lesser known Islas Cíes, dubbed the
Galician Caribbean. Matthew James, who divides his time
between London and his apartment in Mallorca, says: “I find the
climate here, with the continual breeze, a major plus — it’s one
of the reasons I bought here seven years ago.”

European homes for sale
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France, €1.995 million
Head for the mountains for a cooler climate and outdoor
activities. This impressive five-bedroom chalet in Les Houches
sits high above the Chamonix valley, with fantastic views of
Mont Blanc.  
knightfrank.com

ADVERTISEMENT

France, €1,417,500 
Swap the French Riviera for Brittany and not only will you beat
the heat, you can buy a château for the price of a Côte d’Azur
apartment. This Renaissance-style property has nine bedrooms
and 15 acres. 
frenchestateagents.com

What is “the great talent reckoning” a
how is it affecting businesses
worldwide?
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Spain, €3.55 million 
Idyllic frontline villa with direct sea access in Porto Petro,
Santanyi, on Mallorca. Set in an exclusive closed community,
the five-bedroom property has magnificent views of the
coastline and is within easy reach of the village shops,
restaurants and marina. 
search.savills.com

Spain, €2.29 million 
In the prestigious residential area of Bonaire, near Alcudia, this
modern villa has fantastic sea views and is within walking
distance of beaches and restaurants.  
search.savills.com

https://search.savills.com/property-detail/gbsmaomao220060
https://search.savills.com/property-detail/gbsmaomao220043


Portugal, €1.45 million 
A detached three-bedroom house with a pool in the centre of
the charming fishing town of Cascais, near Lisbon, known for its
bay, beaches, restaurants and traditional shops.  
knightfrank.co.uk

Portugal, €2.5 million 
In the heart of an ecological reserve in the prestigious Estoril
area, the Portuguese Riviera, near Lisbon, this four-bedroom
villa has a pool, extensive gardens and an orchard with exotic
fruit trees.  
knightfrank.co.uk

https://www.knightfrank.co.uk/properties/residential/for-sale/cascais-lisbon/rsi012226381
https://www.knightfrank.co.uk/properties/residential/for-sale/estoril-lisbon-portugal/rsi012212452


Italy, €3.05 million 
Overlooking the idyllic Lake Como, this newly built and fully
furnished villa has two large living rooms, five bedrooms and
seven bathrooms — there’s a fantastic wine cellar too.  
search.savills.com
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