
The best places for Brits to buy in 
France 2022

Les Plus Beaux Villages de France has been picking the 
country’s best villages for 40 years. As it reveals its latest 

selection, we pick the 40 best properties for sale
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Ménerbes, a walled hilltop village surrounded by vineyards in southeast France, is one of the 
places that made the prestigious Les Plus Beaux Villages de France list
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I
France, that a group of 66 local mayors started selecting
villages with a rich cultural heritage to revive their
fortunes. Les Plus Beaux Villages de France was born.

The association, which this year celebrates its 40th anniversary,
has just launched its annual guide showcasing France’s 164 most
beautiful villages.

The country may o�er more pretty villages than you can shake
a baguette at, but not all beaux villages are equal. Those that
make the illustrious list must have “an exceptional history,
charming location, well-preserved landscape and unique savoir-
faire,” says Alain Di Stefano, president of Les Plus Beaux
Villages de France.

While joining the list might boost visitor numbers, does it add a
premium to properties there? “We know that it has a value but
quantifying it is impossible,” says Graham Downie from the
estate agent Leggett Immobilier. “If anything, a buyer from the
UK, USA or Asia would place an even higher importance on the
prestigious status of these villages than French purchasers.”

Villages can apply to join the list if they pass 27 evaluation
criteria, but only 20 per cent of applicants are successful. Five
new entrants this year are Chatillon-en-Diois, Polignac, Cordes-
sur-Ciel, Le Malzieu-Ville and Tournon-d’Agenais.

ADVERTISEMENT

“It absolutely is a status thing,” says Julie Savill of the estate
agency Beaux Villages Immobilier. “You can expect an uplift of
30 per cent in the number of tourists coming to the area, so it
benefits restaurants, bars, shops, local attractions and rental
home owners.”
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So where best to choose? Here are five options:

Tournon-d’Agenais, Lot-et-Garonne 
Fresh on the list, this royal bastide (fortified town) with 13th-
century ramparts and a famed belfry surely o�ers everything
you need for the “good life” of southwest France. Blues
concerts, a flower show, brocantes and a series of food markets
where local producers set up their stalls throughout the
summer and up to 500 diners graze their way around the village
square. This is a land of tru�es, orchards and châteaux. Expect
to pay €100,000 to €120,000 for a two-bedroom renovated
house.

Barfleur, Manche
During the pandemic Normandy has become increasingly
favoured by British buyers who prefer not to fly, and Barfleur,

ALAMY
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the quaint medieval port that has long played a key role in
Anglo-French relations, ticks all the boxes. Behind its quaysides
dotted with colourful fishing nets, village houses made of
granite with schist roofs topped with terracotta finials give it a
unique charm. While nearby Honfleur is a magnet for
international buyers, smaller Barfleur is more a�ordable – the
average price is €1,490 per sq m, according to the property
portal SeLoger, which makes a 70 sq m village house about
€105,000.

La Flotte, Charente-Maritime 
One for seaside lovers on the magical Île de Ré near La Rochelle,
La Flotte is a collection of pretty houses and restaurants
encircling the ancient harbour. It’s one of several well-preserved
villages on the island, surrounded by vineyards and salt
marshes with oyster beds that can be pleasantly navigated by
bicycle. This popular summer playground is loved by Parisians,
so expect to pay at least €350,000 for any kind of house. This
handsome five-bedroom property with a courtyard in La Flotte
costs €2,330,000 (residences-immobilier.com).

ALAMY
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SPONSORED

Tourtour, Var 
Provence brims with delightful little villages like Tourtour. Two
more on the Les Plus Beaux Villages list, Seillans and Bargeme,
are nearby. Perched on a plateau above vineyards to the south
and lavender to the north, Tourtour’s medieval streets encircle
the old castle. Down narrow alleyways you will find a traditional
oil mill, a fossil museum and a permanent exhibition of
drawings by the British satirist Ronald Searle. The cafés of the
square are shaded by tall plane and olive trees. You can find a
fixer-upper house for as little as €150,000, and this two-
bedroom home is ready to move into for €395,000 (green-
acres.fr).

Cordes-sur-Ciel, Tarn 
The Tarn is often overlooked by buyers and this perched
medieval village, 55 miles from Toulouse-Blagnac airport, really
deserves to make the list at last. Among the narrow
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cobblestoned streets of this bastide is a sugar and chocolate
museum, while around it there are gorges, waterways and lakes.
Cahors, famed for its “black” red wine, and the medieval city of
Albi are nearby.  
The Most Beautiful Villages of France is published by
Flammarion at £16.95; www.les-plus-beaux-villages-de-
france.org

The 40 best properties to buy in France

BRITTANY

1 Locronan €535,000 
An imposing turreted five-bedroom mansion in the village of
Locronan, five minutes from the sea and with fibre broadband.
ouestfrance-immo.com
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2 Rochefort-en-Terre €370,500 
This five-bedroom stone house with more than half an acre of
gardens is three miles from Rochefort-en-Terre and
Malansac.frenchestateagents.com

CENTRE-VAL DE LOIRE

3 Lavardin €657,200  
A 19th-century château ten minutes from the village of Lavardin
in the Loire Valley with nine bedrooms, some of which are
decorated with historical and medieval themes.
proprietes.lefigaro.fr

CORSICA
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4 Piana €269,000 
A two-bedroom apartment with views over Piana and its
Unesco world heritage calanques on the island of Corsica.
seloger.com

NORMANDY

5 Barfleur €1.4 million  
This listed four-bedroom château near the port of Barfleur
dates from the beginning of the 16th century and comprises a
private chapel consecrated in 1519 — plus it’s a three hour-drive
from Paris. properties.lefigaro.com
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6 Barfleur €798,000  
A 19th-century château in 12 acres of parkland sitting between
Barfleur, the “Norman Versailles” town of Valognes and the
beaches on the Cotentin peninsula. properties.lefigaro.com

NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE
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7 Aubeterre-sur-Dronne €299,000 
An old farm that has been converted into two modern houses,
with a barn, outbuildings and a large garden.
frenchestateagents.com

8 Belvès €399,000 
Bang in the middle of the medieval village of Belvès, this 18th-
century manor house has four bedrooms arranged over three
floors, a large garden with private gated access and a swimming
pool. sextantfrance.fr

9 €950,000 
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as well as barns and an outdoor swimming pool.
frenchestateagents.com

10 La Flotte  
€2.2 million  
This modern villa is located in the idyllic fishing village of La
Flotte, on the Île de Ré o� the coast of France. barnes-
international.com

11 €2.3 million  
An imposing country house with three bedrooms, plus two
annexes with another bedroom each. residences-
immobilier.com
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12 €3.5 million 
A shipbuilder’s house on the harbour in the village of St Martin
near La Flotte, with six bedrooms, five bathrooms and a garden
with lap pool. barnes-international.com

13 Peyriac-Minervois €648,500 
A 19th-century house surrounded by vineyards, with two
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refurbished two-storey gîtes, a swimming pool and a garden.
frenchestateagents.com

14 Saint-Pée-sur-Nivelle €1.7 million 
An 18th-century farmhouse with period beams, and exposed
bricks and stones. The property has eight bedrooms, four
bathrooms, a heated swimming pool and a garage. barnes-
international.com

15 Ségur-le-Château €945,000 
A country estate with two rustic farmhouses, as well as two
barns and sheepfold with three stables — horses not included.
rightmove.co.uk
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16 Trausse €462,500 
This former winemaker’s home has been recently renovated. It
has six bedrooms, five bathrooms, a garage, barns, a large
outdoor swimming pool — and high-speed internet.
frenchestateagents.com

OCCITANIE

17 Cordes-sur-Ciel €258,000 
This four-storey townhouse sits at the heart of the medieval
fortified town. It has five bedrooms, three bathrooms and three
reception rooms, plus two further rooms in need of restoration
and a large garage. rightmove.co.uk

 PREVIOUS ARTICLE NEXT ARTICLE

Home

https://www.frenchestateagents.com/french-property-for-sale/view/A06165/house-for-sale-in-trausse-aude-languedoc-roussillon-france
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/meet-the-zero-waste-family-who-threw-away-nothing-except-their-bin-2w2hmg67j
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/interiors-ideas-sixties-decor-inspired-by-the-ipcress-file-5rlcp2mcd
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/#section-home


18 Eus  
£117,000 
A townhouse in the stone village of Eus, in the Pyrenees,
comprising two independent flats, one of which needs
refurbishment. sextantproperties.com

19 £292,500 
A traditional stone house in the car-free part of the village with
unobstructed views of the valley. Expect lots of steps.
sextantproperties.com
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20 Lagrasse €383,000 
This recently restored manor house with seven en suite
bedrooms sits in the village of Lagrasse, with views over the
valley’s vineyards. It comes with a separate cottage in need of
repair. rightmove.co.uk

21 Minerve £224,100 
A renovated three-storey stone house with two bedrooms and
two bathrooms in the heart of the Minervois wine region.
sextantproperties.com

22 Villefranche-de-Conflent £245,700 
A large three-storey townhouse in the historic centre of the
village, on the border between France and Spain. It is at present
split into two apartments and a ground-floor shop.
sextantproperties.com
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PAYS DE LA LOIRE

23 Vouvant €237,000
Sitting in a small hamlet of five houses near Vouvant, this two-
storey farmhouse has three bedrooms, two bathrooms and a
large garden with a coppice. frenchestateagents.com

PROVENCE-ALPES-COTE D’AZUR

24 Gassin  
€4.4 million 
This two-storey villa with three bedrooms and the de rigueur
infinity swimming pool overlooking the sea is a short drive
from St Tropez. frenchestateagents.com
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25 €4.9 million 
A two-storey, four-bedroom villa with a large swimming pool a
mile from the beaches and two miles from St Tropez. barnes-
international.com

26 Gordes  
€1.2 million 
Five four-bedroom villas are available for sale in this newly built
hamlet near the villages of Gordes and Joucas. Each comes with
a heated swimming pool, pool house, garage, canopy and
enclosed wooded garden. knightfrank.com
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27 €1.4 million 
A traditional stone country house with new modern interiors. It
has three bedrooms — one of which has an open fire — two
bathrooms, an outdoor swimming pool and a large
Mediterranean garden. provence-luberon-sothebysrealty.com

28 €2.3 million 
These two detached houses sit on a 0.6-acre estate dotted with
tall oak trees. Together, the houses have seven bedrooms and
seven bathrooms, and there is a swimming pool and pool house,
spa, wine cellar and garage. knightfrank.com
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29 €2.3 million 
A period stone house with modern interiors nestled in the hills
around Gordes, the property has five bedrooms and as many
bathrooms, an outdoor swimming pool and a 2.2-acre garden.
knightfrank.com

30 Goult €1.2 million 
Surrounded by a large fenced garden planted with lavender and
lilac, this large traditional country house has a play area and a
bowling alley. rightmove.co.uk

31 Lourmarin €3.7 million 
This large traditional farmhouse in Provence (a mas in French)
sits on almost ten acres of land, with an orchard, century-old
oaks and an olive grove. The house has seven bedrooms and
seven bathrooms, private parking and an outdoor swimming
pool. knightfrank.com PREVIOUS ARTICLE NEXT ARTICLE
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32 Ménerbes  
€1.5 million 
This traditional Provençal villa has seven bedrooms and a
number of terraces arranged over its two floors. Within the plot
of land, which includes a large swimming pool, is a self-
contained flat with two bedrooms, as well as three garages.
knightfrank.com

33 €3.2 million  
A newly built villa sitting on top of forested hills with
panoramic views of the Luberon mountains, it has four
bedrooms, four bathrooms and a 15m swimming pool.
knightfrank.com
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34 Roussillon 
€1.1 million 
Comprising a main house and three gîtes, this property sits on a
1.3-acre plot surrounded by high trees and ochre rocks, and has
an infinity pool. knightfrank.com

35 €1.1 million 
This large farmhouse is set in almost ten acres of farmland
bordered by a small river with views over the Mont du Vaucluse
and the Luberon mountain range. provence-luberon-
sothebysrealty.com
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36 Séguret €795,000 
An imposing traditional farmhouse bordered by period stone
walls, this five-bedroom property has wonderful views of the
Dentelles de Montmirail mountains. knightfrank.com

37 Seillans  
€925,000 
A historic bastide (fort) that was recently refurbished to modern
standards, with five bedrooms and an outdoor swimming pool.
frenchestateagents.com
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https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/meet-the-zero-waste-family-who-threw-away-nothing-except-their-bin-2w2hmg67j
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/interiors-ideas-sixties-decor-inspired-by-the-ipcress-file-5rlcp2mcd
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/#section-home


38 €995,000 
This imposing detached three-storey townhouse in the middle
of a large garden has seven bedrooms and three bathrooms, a
garage, wine cellar and swimming pool surrounded by ancient
olive trees. knightfrank.com

39 Tourtour  
€845,000 
A former 14th-century mill perched on the highest village in the
Var region, with three bedrooms, three bathrooms and a
swimming pool. frenchestateagents.com

40 €2.2 million 
Sitting on a large plot of land with an infinity pool and views
over the Massif des Maures mountains, this property comprises
 PREVIOUS ARTICLE NEXT ARTICLE

Home

https://www.knightfrank.com/properties/residential/for-sale/seillans-var-provence/rsi191026
https://www.frenchestateagents.com/french-property-for-sale/view/A04128
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/meet-the-zero-waste-family-who-threw-away-nothing-except-their-bin-2w2hmg67j
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/interiors-ideas-sixties-decor-inspired-by-the-ipcress-file-5rlcp2mcd
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/#section-home

